dilute intravitreal triamcinolone allows for easy, reliable, and consistent identification of the adherent vitreous layer on the retinal surface. The common belief is that vitreous detaches out to the retinal break(s) in acute rhegmatogenous retinal detachment (RRD), where it remains adherent and causes traction on the retinal flap. It is often assumed that the presence of a Weiss ring indicates a complete posterior vitreous detachment (PVD) from the retina; however, we are often surprised by a triamcinolone-stained residual layer of vitreous over the posterior and peripheral retina in many eyes with RRD, including some with a preexisting Weiss ring. We believe that there is incomplete vitreous separation in some eyes with RRD. There is some evidence for this finding in that partial PVDs were found in 71 of 786 eyes (7%) from one autopsy study, and in these eyes the midperipheral to peripheral vitreous was detached over one large segment of the retina but remained attached in the other segments.
